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The Pope died nt 531 this morming. |
Several times during the last of the 7
yeirs of his Pontificate he had shown by
thie words he used in addressing pilgrims
and vishars how earnestly he longsd for |
release fram o life which circumstiances
had rendered burdensome and full of |
priel. He prayed God constantly, be told
them, to se1 " this old and weary inbourer
Tree.” Yet ho must have hoped that he
winuld he wpared to celebrate, as he was
la have dooe on Sunday, the tenth
anmiversary of the conclusion of ihe
Luteran Treatbes, which coincides with ihe
sevenleenth  anniversary of his  own
Coronation, and to deliver the address
which he had prepared o the assembled
Archhishops and Bishops of Ttaly,

This was nol to be. A slight cold,
caught o day or two ago, st op a caiarrh |
which imiposed too greal a tax on his heart.
The two atlacks which ook place vester-
day afternoon left him greatly eneid,
and although he appeared to be passing
the night satisfactorily, there was nnother
crias nhout 340 the morning, and there-
alter it was clear that he could not sur-
vive long.

LAST SACRAMENTS

Aboul 4 o'clock the Pope himmelf nsked
that the Lasi Sacraments should be ud-
mimistered ta him, and this was done by
his chaplain, Mgr, De Romanis, By this
time Cardinal Pacelli (the Papal Secretary
of State), Cardinol Coecin: Domindonl,
watious prelates of the Papal Houschold,
the Governor af the Vatican City, and
Count Franco Raiti, the Pope's nophew,
had joined the little group of doctors,
stiendants, and pemitentiary monks who
had been watching in the sick room during
the night. At 5 o'clock the s given
oxygen, but withoot effect, was still
conscioiis, bul when Mass wan read at his
bedside he could do no more than rame
his hund or nod hisn head 10 give the e
sponses, Half an hour later he gently
breathed his last,

When a Pope dies the responsihility for
the Holy Sec and iix actions passes lo
the College of Cardinale. |t cannot exer-
cise the authority of the Pope, but it has |
1o soe that his gatives are in no wiy
abused, i thus a zort of irusiess

ship, and af the same time 10 provide for
e remporary adminictration af the Haly
Sez for cmential purposes until o tew
Pope has been elecied,

CARDINAL PACELLI

Tis head during this perlod i the Car-|
dinal Camerlengo, or mberlaln. He,
whose office during the Pope's lifetime bs
purcly an honorary one, mow becomes
persopage of immense imporance.
Through the foresight of the w.
the post Is now by Cardinal ke
already holder of the most riant office |
in the Vatioan Admin ny that of |
Cardinal Secretary of State.

His first cuty 88 soon &3 Professor
Milani, the Pope’s private physician, had
found life e was f0 establish the |
death in the more formal manner pre-
wribed by tradition. Kneeling beside the |
bed, he drew back the veil from the face
and in a losd voice called the dead man
thres times by his name, Achille, |
al the sume fime tapping hia forehead

nily with a silver mallet, Thus satisfied,

was able to declare ; ~ The Pope is truly |
dead.” |

This done and the penitentiary prayers
recited, Cardingl Pacelli received from the

| Pope’s finger the so-called Fisherman's

Ring, one of the chief symbals of the |
Papal authority, and proceeded to put inte
effect the various provisions prescribed |
by centuries of tradition for the interim
period when one Pope’s reign has closed
and another not yet begun,

THE RING BROKEMN

The firsd thing % 1o terminate the [unc-
tioning of the antharity as such, for
it i5 4 cardinal point in the trudition of the
Holy See that without a Pope nothing in
the nature of policy can be undertaken,
Henece the Fisherman's Ring & broken (a
new one belng made for the new Pope)
and the matris with which the Papal Bulls
are wealed i defaced. ‘This was done by
Cardinal Pacelli in the presence of the
nesembled officials of the Papal Choncery,

He then summoned e so-ctilled General
Congregation, which consists of the three
heads of the Cardinal orders—RBishops,
Priests, and Deacons—who with him con-
stliute & visional  sdministration o
curry on the essential business of the Holy
See until a new Pope ks been ehosen.
When the four meet they sil together tn
a row under one baldachin fo emphasize
their 1"”""?'

Their first duty was 1o announce the
Pape's death to the King of laly and the
Italian Government, and to send oul ihe
news (o Papal representatives Throughou
the warld, In the course of thin sfternoon
they received the members of the Diplo-
ratic Corps aceredited to the Hoby See in
joint  aodiencs 1o receive  lheir con-
dolences,

The frst meeting of i Sacred College,
which ropresents the Parlisment of the
Holy See, whereas the General '['mmrl—
tion stands for The Cabinet, has been called
for to-morrow.

LYING-IN-STATE

Meanwhile on his plain iron bedsteas)
the baddy of the Pope had been clothed ina
white woollen soutane, with the Cardinals
scarlet cape trimmed with ermine about
the shol ond the head covered with
the scarlel cap also trimmed with ermine
which is familiar in old Papal poriraits,
Greal candiesticks were 4t ol the four |
corners of the bed snd four Noble Gaprds |
in scarlel and gold with drawn swords
ook up their posts beside i,

‘All the maening visitors defiled through
the room and stopped to pray fof & lew

wenden



| moments, while the penitentéary
were consianily chanted by attendant
priests.  First came all the Cardinals
presenl in Rome in order of imporiance.
| then other high dignitaries of the Papal
Court, and in due course all those persomns |
| connected in one way or another with the

Vatican, Among the lrad visitors wasi

| the Popes sister, Donna Camilla Raii.
Aboui 4 this afiernoon the dead Pope's

hody was removed to the Sistine Chapel |

and placed on o high catafalqoe draped |

three days, before being dressed afresh
in rLfl-l'.!:n:il‘h:il robes, placed In its coffin,
and removed (o the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament in 51 Peier's, where, gunrded

be seen by the public, T-D-d:ff the vinilors
were conlined to members of the Roman
:_nd‘ Papal nobility and the Diplomatic
AWpS,

SIX ON GUARD !

It was g deeply impressive scene.
Twelve candles burmed round the “cata-
fabgue, on which fay the quiet fgure with |
i15 hands crossed over o simpls wooden
crucifiv, &ix men stood in vigil besice
il—two Swiss guards of the Pope's own
bodvguard, their hands resting on their
halberds, then 1wo of the Privy Chamber-
Inins in Black and white ruffles, and at the
head two of the Noble Guards in biack
| frock-coats with decorations. The light-
ing was dimmed, but this served only o
emphasize the magnificence of the [rescoes
o wills and roof.

The erowd filed slowly hy. The priests
as They cume up gave their rosaries o a
priest in anlendance, wha stepped up 1o
the catnfalgue and allowed the beads io
touch the desd Pope’s hands before
handing them back o their pwners, It
wits noticed that as the crowd lssued fram
the Chapel meot of s members, in
particular priests, bore smiling faces and
seemed comlent st the thought that the
Holy Father had been released rom his
troubles and had possed from this workd,

HOW THE NEWS SPREAD

Rome to<iny has been under the spell
of the Pope's death, The people of Rome
throughout the Christian era have been
proud of being citizens af the Eternal City,
and a5 such heve o keen interest in thels
Pope. Mews that the Pope was dead was
known 1o most citizens long before the
special editions of the pers were of
mbe, Through servants, market-women,
anid errand-boys it spread from household
1o household all rognd the city, and Nags
at  balf-mast were hanging from the
windows before breaklnsi-time, Later on
peaple scemed 1o be bﬁin und reading
| the mewspapers, in which t was litlle
exvepi news of the doings at-the Yatlcan
all through the day.

From early in the morning the Piozza

pralms |
- noticeable in conuderable numberi. Later
 the s private library. which over-
Imhh:fl: Piazza,

in red and gold. Tt will rentain here for | jhe Imlian Government have contributed

| and schools shall remain closed to-day and
by soldiers of the Inlian Army, it ean | M

| mEWrnang.
- Tralian peop

mingling with the sombre black, The
swarthy faces of Asintics and Africany were

ipwards evening the crowds in the Piazza
became thicker aill and seemed more
under, the stress of emotion. Many people
knelt on the fagsiones in silent praver or
Ipoked sorrowfully up 1o the windows of

It is announced that the Italian Court
will go into mourning lor eight days and

their meesd to the mourning of the city by
ordering that a1l theatres, anematographs,

"s funeral. Sigpor |

on the day of the Po
usnlini  telegruphed 1o Cardinal

The deash_of the Pope o the Concliapion

¢ throws the Church and the ltalizn nation im0

. Interpreting the sendiments of the
le, | sendd to vour mest reverend

1 e
Eminence and to the Sacred College the

' ponddalences of the Fascise Governmens & well

as my qawn.

THE SACRED COLLEGE
The date [or the opening of the Con-

clave which will elect the new P‘uﬁ: hais
not ved been fixed. iginnlly 8@ had 1o
meet within 10 days of the death of the

ing one. This rule was altered by
s X1 shortly after his Coronation in

bishop of Boston, was unahle o reach
ame in time. Under the new rule the

ve is 1o be held not fewer than 15
after the Pope's denth, but not later
18, This being w0 it should mest

the end of the momth,

The Sacred College now numbers 62
members, of whom 35 are [tnlinns and 27
farelgners: The latter include six French,
fompr Cierman, and three Spanish Cardinals,
Poland, Czecho - Slovakia, Hungury,
Belgium, Portugal, England (Cardinal
Himsbey), amd Eire [(Cardinal MacRory)
ecach have one. Thul concludes the lisi
for Euwrope. Cardinal Tappounl, the
Patrinreh of Antioch, whe o a Syrian,
stands by himself a5 the sole oiher repre-
sentntive of the Old Warkd, Morth
Americy has four Cardinals, including
Cardinnl ~ Villeneuve, Aschhishop  of
Quebec, and South Americi has two, |

THE NEXT POPE

Already speculation is beginning obout
who will be the new Pope, The mos: |
favoured candidate s Cardinal Dalla
Costa, Archbishop of Florence He s a
mian of minily charscter and compicusoss
picty, nnd corresponds to the ideal of a
noni-political Pope which seemis o he
favoured by most Ialian Catholics. He
would wlso fit the title Pavior Angelicis,
which is the attribulg assigned to the new
Pope in the so-called * Prophecies of St
Malachi.”

St Malachi was o twelfth-century Irish

i

]

and Basilicn of St Peler's had attracled
larger crowds than uswal, Under the |
dome peaple stood fascinated, waiching
workmen dismantling the drapery and
degorations which had been prepared for
the anniversary ceremony on  Sunds
During the moming priests in |

trooped to St Peter's to attencd the Mas |
| of Intercession which was celebrated for |
| the dead Pope, the brightly colowred robes |
af the students of the various Seoinaries |

Whether he was respomsible for
the list of prophecies atiributed 1o lim
seerm doubiful, but the list has been well
known since the sixieenth century and it
coqining & molle [or each Pope, including
eight who have not vet been chosen, Some
of them, such ds Relipio Depopulaa, for
Benedict XV, the war-time Pope, and
Fides Ingrepida for Pius X1, are apt|
enaugh. . ; |




