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~ PROPOSAL RECEIVED FROM CERTAIN ANTLFASCIST ELEMENTS <=

" MEMORANDUM BY, THE SECRETARY OF STATE vor FomeroN Arpams.

~  S.0.E. have for some time been in touch; through an intermediary, with .~ °
. -Marshal Badoglio and Marshal Caviglia in' Ttaly. .. = - - -~ .©= 7 . . i«
Gy -2 It now appears that Marshal Badoglio is willing at the right moment
" 1o take over and establish a military Government, He wishes to send ap emissary,”
‘General Pesenti, to Cyrenaica to discuss with His Majesty’s -Governmeént -
co-ordinated action from outside and inside Italy, aimed at B%ie overthrow of the
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. - Fascist régime, . T P it ST RO

_ 3. Marshal Badoglio is probably the most likely Italian personality to lead

= - asuccessful anti-Fascist movement and to attract the most sympathy andy support:
< . inside Ttaly. - Marshal Caviglia, who commanded the Italian army st the battle
-~ -of Vittorio Veneto, is now aboiit' 80 years old, but between them they would: = .
T grbi;abljr have a powerful and influential following of anti-Fascist elements in - = -
R ) qtalg General Pesenti does not appear to have played a.n]g:{[, part in dfliti.cs;‘“'hieh: .

.~ Tenders his choice for the present purpose. suitable. . He was General Officer =«
" Commanding in Somaliland from 1939 till January 1941, when he was recalled = = =
. toTtaly for a reason unknown.. -~ = ' R e e
.. 4 Marshal Badoglio asks for no assurances regarding the future.” All that = =
- he asks is (1) that General Pesenti should discuss with us co-ordinated action:. - 3
. to take place at a given moment; -and (2) that General Pesenti shonld be givén - = -
facilities for recruiting a force from.among the Italians resident abroad and

prisoners of war.

5. The disadvantage in agreeing to Marshal Badoglio’s suggestion. would :
- be that if General Pesenti succesds in forming a force, we shall be committed to
" -supporting him and the two Marshals. This might be embarrassing if
F R Sugmquently it was felt that some other personality was more likely to succeed -
~; . informing an-anti-Fascist movement than these two Marshals. " We should also =~ "
o - run the risk of being saddled with a nondescript force of doubtful military value, =
~ which might indulge in unwelcome political activities and try to extort undesirable %
 _political concessions fromus, -~ . . e R R SRR N
. % 6. The advantages in agreeing to allow General Pesenti to. come out of .
..+ Italy would be (a) we should obtain valuable information about conditions and - - 5
e ‘the situation in Ttaly and the extent of underground movements; /T AR
General Pesenti succeeded in forming an Italian force outside Italy its existence =~ .
might have considerable effect on discontented elements in Italy; (c) it would be
useful to have a force on the lines of the ‘* Garibaldi * force 1%, and when Allied @
operations take place in Ttaly, especially as.a man of Marshal Badoglio’s standing . =
might be of valve to us when the crack in the Fascist régime approaches, ~ +
1040 [24018] .t nan e e ot
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] 7 I should not however, be in fa.vour of a; eamg ‘in a.dvanoe
MarshalBad lio’s two becauseﬂhmkﬁmuid nnwueofnsta

 ourselves before we had been able to form an opinion as to General Peaentx 5.

credentials in the matter of diséussing co-ordinated action with him or as to his
personal qualifications for rallying Italian prisoners of war and refngees '

i
' B Provided, however, that. it is*made clear ‘that we cdanot discuse’ an'.'

condltlons with Marshal, Ba.do(fho s ~emissary in Switzerland, and th

General Pesenti must be pre to come out unconditionally, 1 conmder t.lmt-»

R

advantage should be taken of the a.pproa.ch which ha.s been made 1:6 as and’that ':

- 8.0.E. should proceed with the scheéme.

9. 1f General Pesenti does come out pec:al arrangama 1ts, will have to be -
made as to how and:by whom he is to.be interviewed and I would wish to stipnlate

 that at any such interview no offers should be made orl nnderta.km{ga given to lnm '

without prevmus reference to- thB Fomgn Office.”
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010, If it is decided to respond ‘to Hhe' approach ‘wa"should Do, doubt. mform L‘ i
; the Umted St.ates and Sovnet. Government.s = A
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