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[TALY LOOKS IN DESPERATION FOR A STRONG MAN

i ever & nation neeided & Brsteclnss Jesder, 1t was

lialy Inst week. And be was hard to find, sfter 21
prmrs ail Fascisl eaternsination of beeest mses, Tl
Khlu'd canlidste was Petro Baloglo, soen above,
T b.'l.“p' aml hiz Prember were both aver 70, and
both of the rce of Pliedmeant i the north. Hadoglio
ha= been a capable offiver fur 47 years, He hos bad o
meputation for bring plomsspofen and trustworthy.
Bat his first week in charge of Ituly colled for s grest
deal more than that.

Fur buge events were fulminating under the okl
saldier. The German Army had up to ten divisions

in Italy, ns agninst anly 10 Italian divisions ot home.
It wus Hitler's decision, not Badoglio's. as te whether
Ttaly wouald be defemibed or abandonel, The Allies
were knocking at the Messna Strait. General Eisens
hower hod offered “homorable conditions™ of sur-
remider, qualifyving the previous “umconditionsl sur-
remier,” if Itoly would safeguard Allied prisoners
from the Germang, The Ttalian people were imon ovind
to Fint, not b Gght. Whichever way Badoglio jumped
he was i trouble, Asil events might hlow hin sky-
higgh Bl b psde up Bils mind,

Hix first scls were b dissolve the Fascist parly,

pramize electisns [our months slter the pooee and de-
clare, ““T'he war goes on.” This canceled oat and
adldedd mps Lo muthing ot all, What e alwviously hoaped
was Ahad the rest of the warld woukd ]'lerrl‘. all alsout
the erienes of Faseist [ialy sncd give “reformed™ Iialy
a clean pordon. All Ikalian palitical growps hastensd
o try Lo load the whole barden of guilt on the des
parted Mussolini and to mameuver for allied backing
after the arnistice.

The Allies wonted just one thing: surrender. And
the hope was strong that if Italy shoald fall, Bul-
guriz, Rumania and Hungary would guit Hitler too
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