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?ITALIANS' WILL TO FIGHT

Inconsistencies in the Field

ARMY TRAINED FOR SHORT WAR

FROM WILLIAM MUNDAY.
Our War Correspondent in the Middle East

By Bani Wirstes,

We have learned many things about the ltalian soldier

during the last three vears of

war, snd though these mav

not enable us to forecast how the lalians will fight. or
whether they will go on hghting st all, they should help ua
to steer n course which will break ms soon as possible the
unnatural allisnce between Germany and the ltalian people.

The answer to the guestion of
how the Italian Army will per-
form m the Jfuture depend:
largely on whether the next
hlow falis on Italy hersell or on
the Italian garrison forces in

France. Greece. and Crete.

We can divide what we mow sbout
the lialians, 2o l&r s ' is likely 10
affect the future. iDio Two secilons
QOne sitle 1+ & stors of fbhe bewilder-
ing imconsistancies al the mesrourial
Lgtins, mnd the other n starv of an
army. iweined o fighe & shott Wt
with shori suppi¥ Unes in lualys a¥n
nortiern mounteins byl whicno founa
ts=it instead founcenng for  lang
venrs in the distan! desers of Africa

And strangest of all
af “8.000000 bavooess ' which  are
blupt—of men who fight diapiritealy
Aot hecause they laek eourage. bul
cechuss they inck hearl and beliel
in their cause.

ITALIAX FRIDE

It wou doubt fhat pondeér o0 whal
the Itelimns did Afler rhe crusning
reverss: of the Dattle of Caporeiin in
the st war In that war the Oer-
ma=s klleg 372000 Diaiians wounded
more than | 000 006 and ook 635,000
prisoner: put feiled o peleal them

The firsl things =¢ MUst rememoer |

soout the falien ere hiz pride and
that ha 5 = home-lover and family
man His pockets are iull of religious

posteerds and pictures o0 his wife ang
i3 oates It was the Germans *he
‘masisr riace. who heo thew pockels
stuffeg full of pormographic posteards

In the deserc we had time after time
that puzeling contzadiction of Talians
who ?ﬂl],’l‘lt valiantly and Wke demon:

| the Lrith absul Musso
 mavenet: and why they were slumt

I W SLOTF .

[NAT DIENITE CONME QIR Ul Belilimss
who fought valianty and ke aemon:
ann of Itahians whe surrenoered in
tispirited hotfoes

The puzle bégan ia solve Leel! As
the battle weni oo 1 shall alway:
rememper s message the Italiang left
hehind for ua to theu hegdquarters at
Benghan Il was “We didn't want
t go on fighting you b vou shamed
Uk Into " There 1t L. wWias mared
i's 8.000,000

It barec, oo the stuptdity of he
thoughtless malwming of 8 proud
people. Biories of the poltroonery of |
Ttalian troops are propaganda which the
Cermans Have hesn most pslduous
in fastaring. They know there is
nothing better (han earies such &S
these 1o keep Italy in the battle sgeinst
Britain,

Thers are many sLrange tabes of The
altan prige and sense of the dramat
telan pilols whe wowid svoid combat
wheo ther *ncouniered Britsh fighters
aver the jone.v cesert, wouid Oy reck-
lessly o thewr deathe nn olher aoca-
mons when oall a4 dokfn COMPALTWLS
wers wiloAaing

Toere was the Treste Division
which herd nressed 91 B Alamea
formed up i rows ‘o the light of
flare: and (hrew hend grepeges shiotil-
g, “Hols, Hola Hola," as they dic
40 The seens ~is like Ww and of he
firs mer of » Neapolitan opfra.

Agein. notp ar Mersa selrub ano
a1 Buweesal [telien units wae el
sor o surrender when thew {ound they
=are peing stlacked oY rhe lamous
New Vepland divinon ang lor that
regtan 7iote cecisen (o fignt on!

INFI.UENCES ON MORALE

Fwen = (he end Field  Marzhal
erse  the  Ttallan Commencer-in-
Chiizl, said ne would surrender only o
+he Fizhth Army. and be lought an
pours cnger suflering meny CasuA-
ther ma & regult, unhl he was Assured

“hat *hu conoesgiop woulg be grapfed
nim
An lepitan division  the TFolgore



m

An Ttaliam divislon the Folgose
(Lightning) Division of paralrcoplrs
fightipe ro infeniry (cught every bt
cs well at E Alamein s the much
subliciseds Cerman #0th Light In-
jantry. atc repuisad evers atiack the
Britizh mage ypon them o the narth-
o sbotor—aul iongsi@e them othe:
Italian  divisions crumbled merely
snruggin: shoulders with indiference
i var asked them wny ther had yield-
ad 5o spaily  The Foigore was unisgal
The »Meer: and maost of the men =ers
sqveniurers who had Hutle interem Lo
Fesoicm o ony athss solities

What (hss2 GGONIETEDL PEIpIn are
lkely 1o 40 o juture is compluated
further 3% the differing northerm and
soviihern sirpirs The toughest oo
até in the narth Eloillans nnd
souithern Dialiena though often farce
e brave fAghiers wisn Aroused. gen-
erally lack staying power. Afuin. in 7
Cathsiie nation the disapproval of e
Vetioon—mads clear in many wiys--
af the war and s ambition: and ol
(he cammon cause with the Germans
& nse without its (nfluence Then, oo,
there Ly never been senétal en-
thysissm amene the Italian people fog
+  war aroanst PBritaln and Iater
aratral the Unilec Sues, which con-
talns 22 000 009 Tralinms  Mussalini’z

propaganditts have AReéver been abid
w muti]l anything like that hatred
e his peopie o far a2 the Britsn
pre concerned.  Their distrust and
dislike amre siill cenired on the Ger-
mans.

Bome of the TDuce: propagsnds
however did auccesd. He managed Lo
deceive oot anly hin own people. but
the resl of the worid into orhieving
that Italv weas a fOrsi-class miitary
Power. Postérs nDewspapers, radics
Mussolini himself, in blaring speeches
hailed rhe power voutll, And PRergy
of Itely. “Fighting w 0 our hlood,”
thé Duce roared  "Only war brings
buman spsrgy w0 ks nighes: pownt and
shows the nobllily of racs

Itaiy, bLe nsmfried was the mow
warlike ang most DOWErTW oountry in
Ewrope. The Army anc Nevr were
e most formiddbie and the bDes
treined ann best equipped

Bome. perhaps wondered how Lhis
fted 1n with prepagruds about lack
of primery materiaie bal suth s the
porwer of words and the pffect of prd-
ures—photographs of huoga guns
agpinst the dawn, of Duriy soung
Fascists orllling f(or war—ihat fthe
liallane aned most of o ceme 0 J8-
ligve in am Italy which was Dow &
Arei-ciass milltery Powsr Span §04
Abyszinia adder (0 rhe liusion

FACADE CRUMBLES
Tire tacads n faet remaintd un-
chippea ontil Marsnal Oramao: ad-
vanoed anto Egypt in June 1940
Many reasons contribited o the

bl TiEe o] BTGt BEFEL  an Al LLLEE T
Many reazons contribies a0 The
Itaiian gevacizs wnich followed Bu’

the mox important & my mind wes
the unaoubfed [act thac rhe whale
orgénisatien aod cralmng of the
Italian Army was ed far war
on *he northerp o fer aof Ita
and consequently the overses expedi-
tion necessitated considérable mpro-
rimtion and agaptation 12 wrich (ha
Naliap Command did not prove gjual
When Mussolinl and Marshal Bado-
glio ta reform the Italisn Army
m 1 they esquipped it and pianned
salelv for s war on Iieiy': morthern
frontier They almed at a shori de-
cisive war—t0 mobilise and ta lmunch
¢ comcentraied atlacg which waould
smasi the snemy before the atter had
even quite made up his mind that a
war had staried [i became a ore-
mise therefore tha: Italy =ovld have
anfi would hold the iniapve Ra-
serves would be employed o (urther
the ltaiian comniander’s own plans
ralber (han to gaf Te AgALOSL Un-
foreseen a&ction EF The enemy

‘Tnls prinsiple with T re-
suits, was demonsiraled ‘ime eiler
time 1n the desert

When Marshe! OGraxan suackged

Eeypt he rovanced with all his foroes

slong the mein cosst oad ke &
iriam i procession.  wnoile  lighe
Briti forees  were  withdrawing
parallel iz the roas and  Inflicting
neavy losses op goocenirations  of
eheEmy

T

Mgr ol the ineident was “he
sxperience of & battalion of the Ber-
sagitery divimion wnich #f the (ime
af General Auchinleck's affensite (n
Kovember 18941 rusaed siraign [rom
Ttaly to Gazala, snd withoa pavse
in thelr headlong progress. nlo cap-
ity

A: *he Italiem Alvislon:. one siUe
anotner were swallowed up tn Afriea
other weaknesse; herame spparent—
the shartage of transpart of anii-
wane guns and ridienlou: anks

WEAEKNESSES REMAIN

The Germart have wargsd hard
sinee then Aovimng the falisns now
*A OrgAGiNe AN AYTMY Oyt thesr peai-
nessor PEMAIR Lo A lesaer degree ad-
mittediy, but «ull Desvy in the scales
as AT As the fUtipe i COncETrnDen

feaMap divisions suili lack adenquate
support &pd anti-tank guns  Thes
still lack ‘ramspor;, and, gesple che
brilliany mechaniza! anginessin: 2vi-
dences in Italian Isoitza and Bugawl
raring cars plux Germiz padans?
Tialy has sitll fmiled 0 produce even
g il tans

1t s one of the MUO! MysTEries
of the war for the jlack o maierials
anouia nol preven: fewer buu Deavies
tangs being produced on s madified
scpje TL 0 higs sigruficandg, how-
svar. that energl Cavallsro  whiosd
aame s involved i o scandal com-
necues with e suppiy of tinned meat
te tne Talian Army, was & divecior
o1 ins Ansalde works before ifes war.

The sum of pi] these fallures bath
{n taclics and aquipment. haz awak-
emed ltalian -olmﬂ ard mean o Cie

- T e
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ensd lielinn officers and men %o the
weskness of their army. Thevy xnow
pow that they have been deceived

| Whether the Tialine go on fignung
now depends [ Lhink, not a0 much
on whal Mussolin! savs or wishes it
an whether the Itallsna can e made
to acknowiedqe (0 themaelves wiib-
st joss of honour thal 1ney nave
peen victhms of self-gesepiitn on &
‘colsssal somie
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