[talians Completely _i
Discredit Mussolini

|

By Clark Lee, Representing the Combined American Press—
Distributed by the Associated Press—At an advanesd Allied |
Command Post in the Mediterranean Area, Sept. 18—RBenitno |

Mussolini is 8 very sick man, completely disereditéd in the eves |

of the Italians, it was stated today by Italians who at the same
time revealed the complete story of the former Italian dictator's

overthrow and arrest.
=M ussotint {5 more of ‘x Hability
than an ass=et. Even the Fascists
repounced bim.” said lalians who
‘have reached porth Africa. “The
Germans are welcome Lo him but
‘we doubt if he will be pl much use
to them "~

Gestape and German military and
diplomatic officials bave been led
on & merry wild gooss chase in thelr
efforts to locate Mussolini since he
was arrested on the streeta of Rome
on the evening of July 25 and
forced, despite his protesis, into &n
ambulance ywith frosted giass win-
dows in which he was spirited 1o a
safe hiding place

Drive to Collect
Playing Cards Set

Playing rards for men of the T.
§. armed [orces overscas are be-
ing collected here in & dArive spon-
sored by Volture No. 1117, Foriy
and Eight, it was announced today.

New and used cards are wanted.
The cards will be shipped overseas
immediately alier collection,

Barrels are being placed in com-
venlen; downtowno locations where
contributions may he made,

Mussolini was made fairly com- |, 0 ve book a
el nd message they
fortable in his place of captivity | .14 try to make delivary,

but during the first few days his
reactions were said to have been
wiclent at times. ¥ Gradually, how.
ever, be began to adpst himssif to
the situntion and his emotional out-
bursis became fewer, although his
atiiinde never became one of phil
osophical resignation.

The former duce nsked far writ
Ilng materials and spent mos=t of his
time writing a long defense of
lascism and his own sctions

Thin and Drawn

At the time, the Germans were
Ereatly rconfosed by the develop
ments in [laly. Their reinforce-
ments had not yet heen brought in
and ther heslitated 1o apply too
much pressure, BSo Hirler's sovoy
departed witheut cATTYing ~out his
mission

The Germanz wmere =0 warried
they even distrusted thelr own
diplomatic personnel in Rome nad
hurriedly replaced embassy offi
ciala with others who had no con-

Fart with ibha lialicaas



TENFIETE T e W aETee.

Thin and Drawn

Mussolini, suffering from stom-
ach trouble, is very thin and drawn

(The German radio sald in &
broadcast heard by The Associated
Press that Berlin newspapers today
were publishing a photoghaph of
Mussolinl, descrbed as showing him
alter his liberation by the Germans
The picture was sald to show a
smillng duoce surrounded by German
58 men and parschute troops.

{The Nazicontrolled Rome radio
said lnst night In & broadcast re
corded by the U. 8. f(oreign hroad-
cast intellipence service that Mas
‘wolinl, who has not made any public
‘Emtements since his arrest and sub
mequent Hbheration, would “soon let
Bie voice he heard.™)

Some days afer

arrest hls gir) friend wae taken into |

custody at the juxurious villa he
had given her since he began keep-
ing her about & year ago, Sha was
released after a few hours following
& search of the villa for documents
and questioning.

As soon s the Cermans recov-
ered from the shock of Mussolinl's
dissppearance. the Italian refugees
said, the Nazis began u frantic hunt,
using threats, wiles and bribery fn
an unsuccessfol &ffart to find him
Hitler hims#if even took & hand in
the cass.

The fushrer sent & high ranking
officer to Rome with & book and a
message for Mussolinl The book
was by Nietzsche and carried an
inscription praising Mussolini for
having followed Nietzchie's philoso
phy to “live dangerously.™

Hitler Demand Mejected

hurrisdly replaced embassy offi-
ciala with others who had no con-
tact with the ltalians

As It torned oul this was a cosaily
mistaks =mince the new Germine
were lacking pipelines mto lialian
bigh quarters and on orders from
Berlin wers not fraternizing with
the [iallans and eo falled to gpet in-
[ormation when armistice negotia-
tlons opened and wers completely
in the dark about the Badoglio gov-
Ernmant’s plans

As soon s Teasible Radoglio's
Eovernment opened armistice nego-
tations which were succesafully
concluded Bept. 3 with the signing
| by Gen. Guiseppe (Castellano whose
pinterpreter, Franee Montanarl, waa
| & eraduste of Harvard o 1927 and
| whose American mother lives with
| & brother and =isier at Srowe, Vi
E_Hunumn'l is ex-ltalisn consml at
| Homolulu.

The situstion in Italy today 4
that ltaly is =n occupied comntry,
parily by the Garmans and parily
by we. There 18 no civil govern-
menl a8 far a5 1s known behing II'I.!|
German lines. We recognize Mar-
ehal Badeollo as the head of the
prOvernment fully competsal o
carry out negotiatlons which are
now in progress for the seonomic.
finaneial and political phases of the
armistice

Badoglio aucceeded in  flesing
through the German lines IHHIH'
Romes and now s eald io be in lialy
behind our lines

s
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