T0 WREST FIVHE
 FROM DVANNONZIO

Pleads Difficulty of Herself Tak-
ing Violent Measures Against
‘the- National Hero.

-

POET TO APPEAL TO WILSON

Confident That Allies Won't At-
tack — Vows to Stay .|
Flume Alive or Dead.

POLK CONTRADICTS TiTTON!

Denies ltalian Minister’s Statement
That He Favors New Fiume
Compromise. Plan.

LONDON, Sept. 22, (Associdted Press.)
—The Italian Government has appealed
to the Allied powers to send an Allied
force, exclusivé of Italians, to drive
da’Annunzio out of Fiume, accerding to
a report current hereytonight which is
considered reliable.

1t s underateod that the Amerléé,n+
naval authorities here, who control the
operations in the Adriatic, have declined
any aesi'ete:rice whatsoever, pending the
final decision from Washington or by
theﬂ'peace delegates in Paris.

‘The Italian Government, it is reported,
has pointed out.in its a.ppeal that it
would . be - difﬂcult for Italy to handle
the situation in view ‘of d’Annunzio’s
pbpula,rity with the Italian people, and
also becausc of the fact that the Filume
decision has been a thorn ln the side of
the Itallans. '

it is understood- that the Itelian Gov-

ernment declared that it deplored the
situation and did not wish to take the
slightest action dgainst the decision of
the Pea.ce Confer nee, hut pointedly in-
ferred that’ if Annunrlo 3 hold on
Fiume was to be weakened it must be
done by other than Ytalian troons.

‘The Associated Press learns that, even
should the appeal be favorably received,
.no American troops are available to re-
spond to it ‘and, pending instructions
from: high authority, American naval
\(*ssels wonuld stay outside the thvme-
mite limit. .

American navy headquarters here,
which is» in direct communication with
Adria.tlc ports, has no confirmation of
the report from Rome last night that
American marines have been landed at
Buccari, near Flgme. Naval- authoritles
here are not inclined to credit: the. re-
port, . there being no reason-that they
”know of for the United States to inter-
fere. '

'l‘he fact that an American shlp is in
the harbor of Fiume Is of no signifi-
cance, in the opinion of naval officers.

An attempt by Jugoslav forces to land
on- the Dalmatian coast is reported in of-
ficia.l dispatches reaching here. The
landlng was frustrated by the Italian
‘naval and military authorities.

At Fiume {tself the situa.tion is report-
ed still quiet : ‘

-

lees d'Annunzlo More Time.

ROME Sept. 22, —Amerlcan marines
ha.ve been landed _at ‘Buccari, a small
town on.an- -arm ‘of the Gulf of Quar-
nero,. about ten -miles southeast of
Fiume, sa.ys a dlspatch to: the Meseag-
\gero. *One American ship is in Fiume_
harbor, according to- advices, but the
anchorage is' a considerable dieta.nce
from. the" city.

General Robil nt chier ot the Italian
forces ma.intainlng order. along the llne
of demarkation fixed by the armistice,
has been’ replaced: by General Badoglio,
Chfef of Sta.ff to General Diaz, and sec-
ond in command of the Italian armies.

General Robilant was unpopular. hav-
ing ‘been a member of the Intet-—allied
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ITALY ASKS ALLIES
T0 WREST FIUME

W .

Continued from Page 1, Column 3.

Military :Commission which asked  the.
withdrawal of' Italian troops from
Fiume, the replacing of the civil guard
of Fiume by Maltese policemen and the
dissolution of the National Council .at
Fiume. ' |
It was these proposals, it is said,
which c¢aused: d’Annunzio to seize
Fiume, thus preventing the program.
from- being carried out. . -
General Badoglio's ultimatum to d’An-

nunzio’s soldiers, giving them until ¥Fri-
day night to leave biume, is said to
have bten modified. so as to make the
time 1limit expire last night, an:-.ad-
ditional forty-¢ight hours having been
granted.

Fiume is closely invested, but in spite
of this fact numbers of velunteers have
managed to elude -the vigiulance of  the
guards and have joined d’Annunzio s
forces, according to. reports recefved
here, FEriends of d'Annunzio havessent
word to him that they have sent sup-
plies to the: city and express the hope
that ships bearing the stores muy run
the blockade.

Reports reaching this city from Flume
8ay that food for 46,000 persons must be
distributed thetre dalily.-

The ‘cost of the neceasaries of life in
Fiume gives some idéan of the food situa-
tion in the Blockaded city. TFlour is
bringing eight cents a pound and sugar

2. Ofl is 36 & pint and lard fut SV &
pound. . .

The Gilornale d'Italla says it learn
that a detachment of heavy artillery
has placed itseif at the disposal of
d’Annunzio.

According to the Tempo, a group of
Jugoslav youths threw a bomb in the
main street of Fiume,- and one person
was' killed and several persons tvere
badly wounded.* This . newspaper asserts
that it is reported that the¢ Fiume army
has occupied the Jugoslav suburbs of
Siusit%k and all the heights in that vi-
cinity., ~ |

The Tribuna describes an intérview
between a Croatian . delegation from
Sussak and a member of the provisional
Government at Fiume. The Croais asked
for guarantecs for the life and property
of Croatian subjects in Filume. The
representative of the provisional Gov-
ernment . replied that all guarantees
would be given. He asked that the
Croats”who had left the city return.

The Tribuna has received dispatches
from, Fiume reporting that on Sept. 17
delegates fromt the Regina Brigade,
which had becen considered loyal to the
Government, informed d Annunzio that
the brigade would return to Flume.
General Castelli, in command, askeéed
that his subordinates give him time to
apply to the supreme command for
another brigade to occupy the line
fixed by the armistice, and on that con-
dition he consented to the return of the
brigade.

The President of the National Council
of Filume, Signor Grossich, has declared
to General Badoglio that Fiume will not
be satisfied unless united with Italy, in-
cluding its port and Hinterland, and
without intcerruption of territory be-
tween Fiume and Italy. Unless this
were agreed to, he said, A’ Annunzio and
his troops would remain indeéfinitely. .

Daniels Knows of No Landing.

WASHINGTON. Sept. 22.—No report |
of ‘the landing of American marines!

near: IFium.- has been received at the
Navy Depurtmeni.  Secretary Dunicls |
said today, howeser, that flear Admiavad!
Andrews, commanaing the  American '’
squadron in the Mediterranean, had full
power to use Amencan naval furves as.,
allied officers in those waters thought |
advisable.

The United States has several cruisers
and smaller vessels near Fiume, but tile
total force they could put ashore would
be small, navual officials hcrc‘said. .

. D’Annunzio to Appeal te Wilson.

" FIUME, Sept. 20, (Assocliated Press.)
—Gabriele d’Annunzio said in an inter-
view here- today that he was making

ready an appeal to the President of the
United . States, the King of Xngland,
;anﬂt the French people to support.him
Yn'-his occupation of Fiume for Italy,
-‘which he intended to maintain to his
dsing day, having determined never to
leate the city. He was confident, he
said, that his appeal would hear fruit.

**1 cannot beheve there will be any
complicution with France or lingland,’
sanid the poet-commuander, ' as in the
past 1 have done something in the in-
terrest of both countries., Therefore, it
1 impossible thut they should repay me
with ingratitude. In fact, 1 am prepar-
ing an uppeal to President Wilson,.King |
George, aund the pedple of I'rance. |
"= *Aly men here are ready to “die for!
our cause, while 1 will not leave Fiume
either allve or dead. 1 have already
chogen in a fine cemetery, dark wita
cypressgen, a small hill looking towaurd
ttie seca, covered with laurel, where |
wish to be buried.” ]

“I do not belleve the Allies will dol
anything agalnst me, as 1 will do noth-
ing against them. 1 consider the block-
ade; however, contrary to the rights of
man, no one having the right to at-
teinpt to starve the 30,000 inhiabitants of
IFFiunmte simply because they wish to re-
main Italians forever,

** No conflict is possible with the Ital-|
fien troops, as 1 do not believe there is!
a single soldier who would fire against
my men.’’

"~ Insurgents Disarming Citizens.

~fhe occupying forces have ordered the
citizens of Flumc to glve up all arms in
thc'l-r possession.  Many revolvers and'g
rifles and great quantities of ammuni-
tion were found in the homes of Croats,

Serblans, Hungariansg, and Germans.
sSupplics of munitions alsu were found
in cenl merchants’ stores. Among the
weapons discovered were two machine
o UNS. :

° Thnt the blockade of the city instituted
bv the 1ltalinn Government is not as
cifretive as expected is evidenced by the
arrival of an «ntire train bearing thirty
t1ucks loaded with supplies. Reinforce-
ments have also arrived, three com-
panieg of an infantry brigude from Lom-
bardy, scnt to the line defined in the
armistice, having passed into LIliuine
withh their arms and baggage.
. lieutenant Rizzo has sunt an apheal to
all former soldiers urging them to join
the forces who fight to prevent ' diplo-
matic intrigues and the machinations of
gpeculators from defrauding us of the
filruit of our victory.' )

Twelve thousand Serbian soldiers have
been concentrated at Buccari, five miles

southeast of IFiuine., .

PARIS, Sept. 22.—Troops under Ga-
briele &’ Annunzio, the Insurgent Italian
commander al Fiume, have begun ex-
{entling thefr zone of occupation into
Jugoslav territory, ‘auccording to the
Jugoslav delegation in Paris. They are
suid to have penetrated sevén mijles into
Jugoslavia_ on Saturday, occupying the
hefzhts at Risniak, dominuting the sur-
rounding country. o

The Jugoslavs did not engage the
forces executing this movement, tnhe del-

egates said.

- Badoglio’'s Trenches Encircle City.

GENEVA, Sept. 22, (Associated Press.)
—Dispatches from Austrian and Sérbian
sources say that Itallan regulars, under
General Badoglio, have construcdted -a
“ume, while d Annunzio’s forces have
' contlnuous line of trehcaes around Fi-

built defenses a few hundred yards in-
dide the circle, :

The soldiers of the two sides are frat-
ernizing, exchanglng tobacco and re-
freshments, and officers from thie two
camps dine together, .

It is averred that trainloads ¢f food
have been allowed to pass the blockade
line inteo the city by sympathétic offi-
cers, in thé absénce of authorit&t ve cone-
trol. = .

French Threat of Bombardment.

TRIESTE, Sept. 18.—Colonel Siciliani,
who was sent into Fiume by General
Badoglio to confer with Gabriele d'An-
nunzio, tried to finduce the latter to keep
only volunteers and allow soldiers’ of

the .regular. army to return to Italy, in
order to prevent gheéeir rendering them-
selves liable to severe purilshment. ‘
D' Annunzié refused, saying that only
| the ptesence of the¢ Itallan Army would
grev’eﬂt_ the Allies from considering
“iume a rebel ety -4nd bombarding it.
In® fact, he added, the =zhips of the
Allies, although they had Jeft the har-
bor, wete not far away, and were ready
to return. : _ _. o
The Fr%pch conunander, according to
Colonel Sicillani, has notified a'An-
nunzlo . that if the well-supplied stores
forming the -basa of the Franco-Serbian

R
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troops were touched he would fire on
the city.

‘Thus far there has been virtually no
disorder in Flume. ,

Ehe New JJork Eimes

Published: September 23, 1919
Copyright © The New York Times



